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1997 WISCONSIN ACT 192

AN ACT to repeal 58.07, 174.046, 951.15 (2) to (4) and 951.162 (titee)enumber 173.01 to 173.07 and 951.15
(1); to renumber and amend 951.16, 951.162, 951.165 (title), (1), (2) and (3) and 9510lafmend 20.115 (2) (j),
60.24(3) (xm), 93.07 (1), chapter 172 (title), 174.01 (2), 174.13 (3), 895.57 (1) (a), 943.75 (1) (a), 951.01 (4),
951.03,951.18 (1) and (4) (a) 2. and (b) and 968.20 (1) (intro.) ando(P9peal and recreate chapter 173 (title)
and951.15 (title); ando create 95.21 (1) (a), 170.065, subchapter I (title) of chapter{fpiedes 172.01], 172.012,
subchapter Il (title) of chapter 172 [precedes 172.51], 173.01 to 173.27, 757.69 (1) (n) and 951.01 (3e) of the statutes;
relating to: humane dfcers, thecustody and disposition of animals, granting rule—making authoréking an ap
propriationand providing a penalty

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in SecTioN 4. 93.07(11) of the statutes is amended to
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: read:
93.07(11) HumANE ACTIVITIES. To cooperate with
humanesocieties and assist duly appointed humafie of
20.115(2) (j) Dog licenses, rabies cordt and - cersin the enforcement of the laws relating to humane
lated serviée)s.q?he a?nounts in the schedule to provide ed_ucahorand the prevention of crue!ty 0 a”'m.a‘sm
doglicense tags and forms underl74.07 (2), to perform W%WHMW@%S
otherprogram responsibilities under ch. 174atiminis whenengaged-in this-workshall-have-the-powers-ef po
ter the rabies control program under s. 95.21, to help ad lice-officers-and constables ,
ministerthe rabies contrahedia campaign and to carry SecTIoN 5. 95.21 (1) (a) of the statutes is created to
outthehumane activities under s. 93.07)(&nd ch173 read:

Section 1. 20.115 (2) (j) of the statutes is amended
to read:

All moneys received-by the state treasureder-s ss. 195.21(1) (a) “Humane dicer” means an dicer ap

173.27and174.09 (1) shall be credited to this appropri Pointedunder s. 173.03.

ation. SecTioN 6. 170.065 of the statutes is created to read:
SecTioN 2. 58.07 of the statutes is repealed. 170.065 Exemption. Sections 170.0fb 170.06 do
SecTioN 3. 60.24 (3) (xm) of the statutesd@snended ~ notapply to a humane fager appointed undesh. 173 or

to read: alaw enforcement fiter who takes custody of an animal
60.24(3) (xm) Perform the town chairpersemiuties ~ underch. 173 or other applicable law

relatedto animals that have caused damage irtdhea SecTioN 7. Chapter 172 (title) of the statutes is

underch.-173172 amendedo read:

* Section 9911, WiscoNsIN STATUTES 1995-96: Hiective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].



CHAPTER 172
ANIMALSDISTRAINED
OR DOING DAMAGE
SecTioN 8. Subchapter | (title) of chapter 172 [pre
cedes 172.01] of the statutes is created to read:
CHAPTER 172
SUBCHAPTER |
ANIMALS DISTRAINED

SecTioN 9. 172.012 of the statutes is created to read:

172.012 Exemption. Thischapter does not apply to
a humane dfcer appointed under ch. 173 or a law en
forcementofficer who takes custody @ animal under
ch. 173 or other applicable law

SecTion 10. Subchapter Il (title) of chapter 172 [pre
cedesl72.51] of the statutes is created to read:

CHAPTER 172
SUBCHAPTER Il
ANIMALS DOING DAMAGE

SecTioN 11. Chapter 173 (title) of the statutes is re
pealedand recreated to read:

CHAPTER 173
ANIMALS;, HUMANE OFFICERS

SecTioN 12. 173.01 to 173.07 of the statutes are re
numberedl72.51 to 172.57.

SecTioN 13. 173.01 t0173.27 of the statutes are
createdo read:

173.01 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Department” means the departmentgficut
ture,trade and consumer protection.

(2) “Law enforcement dicer” has the meaning giv
enin s. 165.85 (2) (c).

(3) “Political subdivision” means aity, village, town
or county

173.03 Appointment of humane officer. (1) Ap-
POINTMENT. The governing body of any politicalibdivi
sion may appoint one or more humarficefs. The gov
erning body of a political subdivision shall repaatl
appointmentsand terminations of appointments of-hu
maneofficers to the department.

(2) OrDINANCE. Before, or at the time afppointing
ahumane dicer under sub. (1), the governing body mak
ing the appointment shall enact artinance that desig
natesone or more dicials of the politicalsubdivision
who may modify or withdrawabatement orders issued
unders. 173.1 by humane dicers appointed by the
political subdivision.

(3) JurispicTioN. A humane dfcer appointed by a
city, village or town shall carry out his or her duties within
theboundaries of the cityillage or town. A humane of
ficer appointed by a county shall carry out bisher du
tiesthroughout the countypther than within the bound
ariesof a city or village whose governing body adopts a
resolutionwithdrawing from county enforcement of-hu
manelaws and transmits a copy of the resolutiothi®
county.
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173.05 Certification required. (1) (2) Any person
appointedas a humane fafer under s. 173.03 on or after
the effective dateof this paragraph .... [revisor inserts
date], shall, before appointment or by the applicable
deadlineestablished under s. 173.27 (&), complete a
courseof training approved by thdepartment, except as
providedin par (b) or (c), and receive certification under
s.173.27 (3).

(b) A person to whom pafa) applies who is a veter
inarianlicensed under ch. 453 is rrejuired to complete
acourse of training approved by the departnifeiné or
shetakesan examination given by the department and
passeshe examination on the first attempt.

(c) A person to whom pafa) applies who is certified
or otherwise approved as a humanficef by another
stateis not required to complete a course of trairapg
provedby the department if he or she takes an examina
tion givenby the department and passes the examination
onthe first attempt.

(2) () A person appointed as a humarfecef before
the effective dateof this paragraph .... [revisor inserts
date],shall complete a course of trainiagproved by the
departmentexcept as provided in pgb), and shall re
ceive certification under s. 173.27 (3) by the applicable
deadlineestablished under s. 173.27 (1) (b).

(b) A person to whom pafa) applies is not required
to complete a course of training approved by the depart
mentif he or she takes an examination given by the de
partmentand passes the examination on the first attempt.

(3) The governing body of a political subdivisithat
appointsa humane dicer who fails to obtain certifica
tion within the required time shall terminate the appoint
ment.

173.07 Powersand duties of humane officers. (1)
ENFORCEMENT. A humane difcer shall enforce s. 95.21,
this chapterchs. 174 and 951 and ordinances relating
animalsenacted by political subdivisions in which the
humaneofficer has jurisdiction under s. 173.03 (3).

(2) INnvesTIGATION. A humane dfcer shall invest
gatealleged violations of statutes and ordinances relating
to animals and, in the course of the investigatiomey
executanspection warrants under s. 66.122.

(3) SEk suBPOENAS. A humane dicer mayrequest
thedistrict attorney for the county to obtain subpoenas to
compeltestimony and obtain documents in aid of inves
tigations.

(4) IssueciTaTiONs. If authorized bytheappointing
political subdivision, ehumane dfcer shall issue cita
tionsunder s. 66119 for violations of ordinances relating
to animals.

(4m) REQUESTPROSECUTIONS.A humane dicer may
requestaw enforcement fiters and district attorneys to
enforceand prosecute violations of state law and may
cooperaten those prosecutions.
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(5) ProHBITED AcTIONS. Unless also a law enforce
mentofficer, a humane dicer may not in the course of
his or her duties do any of the following:

(a) Execute a search warrant.

(b) Carry firearms.

(c) Stop or arrest persons.

(d) Stop, search atetain vehicles, except under an
inspectiorwarrant under s. 66.122.

(e) Enterany place or vehicle by force or without the
consenbf the ownerexcept in an emgencyoccasioned
by fire or other circumstance imhich that entry is rea
sonableand is necessary to save an animal from immi
nentdeath or a person from imminent death or injury

() Remove any animal from the custody of another
person by force.

(6) CoNFLICT OF INTEREST PROHIBITED. NO humane
officer may sell or otherwise disposeady animal that
came into the humanefafer’s custody in theourseof
his or her duties.

173.09 Investigations. In thecourse of investigation
of suspected violations of statutes or ordinancésr a
maneofficer may enter any building, vehicle or place
whereanimals may be present for the purposmsgibec
tion, examination of animalser the gathering of evi
dence.If the building, vehicle or place to be entered is not
public, and consermf the owner or person in clgaris not
obtained.entry shall be under authority of a special in

spectiorwarrant issued under s. 66.122 or a search war

rant.
173.11 Abatement of violations. (1) ISSUANCEOF
ORDER. If a humane dicer or law enforcement fi€er af

ter investigatiorhas reasonable grounds to believe that a ).

violation of a statute or ordinance is occurring and the

violation is causing or has the potential to cause injury to

ananimal, the humanefiafer or law enforcement fifer
may issue and serve arder of abatement directed to
namedpersons. An dicial designated in anrdinance
unders. 173.03 (2) may not participate in the decision to
issue the order an any activity leading to that decision.

(1m) CoNTENTOFORDER. An abatement order issued
undersub. (1) shall contain all of the following:

(&) The name and address of the person to whem di
rected.

(b) The statute or ordinance alleged to be violated.

(c) A prohibition on further violations.

(d) A description of measures necessary to correct

thealleged violation.

(e) A description of the hearing and appeal provi
sionsunder subs. (2) and (4).

(2) HEARING. Any person named i@n abatement or
derissued under sub. (fay within the 10-day period
following service of the orderequest a hearing before an

official designated in an ordinance under s. 173.03 (2).
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(3) Decision. Within 10 days after a hearinmder
sub.(2), the oficial who conducts the hearing shalt af
firm the ordermodify and dirm the order or withdraw
the order

(4) ArPeaL. Any person adverselyfatted by a dee€i
sion under sub. (3) may seek judicial review by eom
mencingan action in circuit court within 30 days after the
daythat the decision is issued.

173.13 Taking custody of animals. (1) INTAKE. (@)

A humane dfcer, on behalf of a political subdivision in
whichthe humane @ter has jurisdiction under s. 173.01
(3), or a law enforcement fider, on behalff a political
subdivisionmay take custody @n animal if the humane
officer or law enforcementofficer has reasonable
groundgto believe that the animal is one of the following:

1. An abandoned or stray animal.

2. An unwanted animal delivered to the humariie of
ceror law enforcement &ter.

3. A dog not tagged as required by ch. 174.

4. An animal not licenseth compliance with any er
dinance.

5. An animal not confined as requirbg a quarantine
orderunder any statute, rute ordinance relating to the
controlof any animal disease.

6. An animal that has caused damage to persons or
property.

7. A participant in an animdight intentionally inst
gatedby any person.

8. An animal mistreated in violation of ch. 951.

9. An animal delivered by a veterinarian under sub.

(b) A humane dfcer shall accept into custody any
animaldeliveredby a law enforcement fifer or deliv
eredunder a court order

(c) A person other than a humanéagf or a law en
forcementfficer maynot take an animal into custody on
behalfof a political subdivision unless the animal is an
abandonedr stray animal.lf a person other than a-hu
maneofficer or a law enforcementfifer takes custody
of an abandoned or stray animal on beb&H political
subdivision he or she shall deliver the anintala person
contractingunder s. 173.15 (1), to a humanéaaf or
law enforcement dicer for disposition under s. 173.23
or to a pound.

(2) DELIVERY OFANIMAL BY VETERINARIAN. (&) A hu
maneofficer or law enforcement fi€er or a person cen
tractingunder s. 173.15 (1) may accept an animal deliv
eredby a veterinarian, or his or her employe, if the animal
hasnotbeen picked up by its owner and all of the folow
ing apply:

1. Theveterinarian notified the owner of the animal
by certified mail, return receipt requested, thatethienal

Thehearing shall be held within 10 days after the requestwasready to be picked up and that the animal would be
is made, unlesthe requester agrees to a later date. Thedeliveredto a humane @iter if not picked up withirz

hearing shall be informal in nature.

days.
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2. The veterinarian retained the animal for 7 days af
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(c) Release or dispose of animals under s. 173.23 or

terthe day on which the return receipt was signed or until asprovided in a court order

the letter was returned to the veterinarian as undeliver
able.

3. The veterinarian certifies in writing to themane
officer or law enforcement t€er thatsubds. 1. and 2 ap
ply.

(b) If an animal is accepted under.p@j, the veter
inarian shall providethe person accepting the animal
with any requested records concerning the arsnosih
ership,health or licensure.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF OWNER. (a) If a humane &ter
or law enforcement €iter takes custody of aanimal
with the knowledge of the ownaghehumane dfcer or
law enforcement dicer shall explain the procedure by
which the owner can recover the animal, including the
procedureunder s. 173.22, and the procedure to be fol
lowedif the animal is not returned to the owner

(b) If a humane dicer or law enforcement fi€er
takescustody of an animal without the knowledgetod
owner, the humane diter or law enforcement fi€er
shallpromptly notify the owner in writing if he or she can
beidentified and located with reasonabligf The ne
tice shall explain the procedure by which the owner can
recoverthe animal, including the procedure under s.
173.22,and the procedure to be followed if the animal is
not returned to the ownerThe notice shall also inform
the owner that the owner must notify apgrson with a

173.17 Records. A humane dfcer or law enforce
mentofficer taking custody of an animal on behalf of a
political subdivision shall maintain, aequire any per
sonto whom the animal is delivered under a contraet un
ders. 173.15 (1) to maintain, as appropriate, records for
eachanimal containing the following information:

(1) A physical description of the animal.

(2) The date that custody wezken of the animal, the
datethat the animal was delivered into the possession of
anothemperson and the identity of the person to whom de
livered.

(3) The reason for taking custody of the animal.

(4) The ultimate disposition dhe animal, including
thename and address afiy person into whose custody
the animal was ultimately released.

173.19 Animalsconsidered unclaimed. A political
subdivisionor person contracting under s. 173.15 (1)
maytreat any animal taken into custody under s. 173.13
(1) (&) 1., 3., 4. or 9. as an unclaimed animal subject to s.
173.23(1m) if, within 7 days after custodytisken of the
animal,it is not claimed by anceturned to its owner un
ders. 173.23 (1), except that an anirtadden into custody
unders. 173.13 (1) (a) 3. . may not be treated as-un
claimedif its ownerfiles a petition under s. 173.22 (1)
within 7 days after custody is taken.

173.21 Holding animalsfor cause. (1) GROUNDS.

lien on the animal that the animal has been taken into cus A political subdivision may withhold, or direct a person

tody.

(c) If the owner informs theumane dicer or law en
forcementofficer in writing that he or she will not claim
theanimal, it maybe treated as an unclaimed animal un
ders. 173.23 (1m).

173.15 Provision of care, treatment or disposal
services. (1) PRoVIDING SERVICES. A political subdivi
sionmay provide for theare, treatment or disposal of
animalstaken into custodipy a humane &€er or law en
forcementofficer. A political subdivision may provide
theseservices directly or by contracting with any other
person. A political subdivision may establigtandard

contractingunder s. 173.15 (1) to withhold, an animal in
custodyfrom an owner who makean otherwise ade
guateclaim for the animal under s. 173.23 (1) on any of
thefollowing grounds:

(a) There are reasonable grounds to believe that the
ownerhas mistreated the animal in violation of ch. 951.

(b) There are reasonable grounds to believe that the
animalposes a significarihreat to public health, safety
or welfare.

(c) The animal may be used as evidenca pending
prosecution.

(d) A court has ordered the animwithheld for any

feesfor the care, custody and treatment of animals in its reason.

custody. The political subdivision may establishfdif
entfees for animals released to their ownersamithals
releasedo persons other than their owners. If the politi

cal subdivision does not establish standard fees, it may

chargeno more than the actual costscafe, custody or
treatmento any person required to pay for the care; cus
tody or treatment of an animal.

(2) CoNTRACT FORSERVICES. Every persorentering
into a contract with a political subdivision under sub. (1)
shallagree to do all of the following:

(a) Provide adequate care and treatment of all ani
malsdelivered under the contract.

(b) Maintain adequate records consistent with s.
173.17.

(2) ExaminaTION PERMITTED. If an animal is withheld
undersub. (1), upon request by the owrseveterinarian
retainedby the owner may examine the animal.

(3) Costs. The owner of an animal withheld under
sub.(1) is not liable for any costs of custedsgre or treat
mentexcept as provided by court order

(4) ReTuUrRN. A political subdivision or person cen
tractingunder s. 173.15 (1) having custody of an animal
withheld under sub. (1) shall release the animal to the
ownerat the direction of the humanefioér or lawen
forcementbfficer that took custody of the animal if the re
quirementof s. 173.23 (1) (a) to (c) are satisfied.

173.22 Review of seizure or withholding. (1) FeTI-
TION. A person claiming that an animal that he or she
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ownswas improperly takemto custody under s. 173.13 (c) If vaccination is required by statute or ordinance,
(1) (a) 3., 4., 5., 6. or 8. or wsrongfully withheld under  theanimal is vaccinated or assurance of vaccination by
$.173.21 (1) may seek return of the animal by petitioning prepayments given.
for an order from the circuit court for the county in which (d) All chamges for custodycare, vaccination and
theanimal was taken into custody or in which it is held. treatmentare paid.

(2) NoTICEAND HEARING. The court shall provide no (1Im) UNCLAIMED ANIMALS. A political subdivision
tice of a petition under sub. (1) to the humarfecef or or a person contracting under s. 173.15 (1) that has-custo
law enforcement diicer who took the animal into custo  dy of ananimal considered unclaimed under sub. (5) (c)
dy or to the political subdivision that withheld the animal or (6) or s. 173.13 (3) (c) or 173.19 or an unwanted animal
andshall hold a hearingn the issue of whether theani maydo any of the following:

mal was improperly taken into custody is wrongfully (a) Release the animal to any person other than
withheld. ownerif all of the following apply:
(3) OrDER. (a) If the animal was taken into custody 1. The person provides his or her name and address.

unders. 173.13 (1) (a) 8. or is withheld under s. 173.21 2. If licensure is required by statute or ordinance, the
(1), thecourt shall order the animal returned to the owner animalis licensed or assurance of licensure is given by
unlessit determines that one of the following conditions evidenceof prepayment.
is satisfied: 3. If vaccination is required by statute or ordinance,
1. Thereare reasonable grounds to believe that the the animal is vaccinated or assurance of vaccination is
ownerhas mistreated the animal in violation of ch. 951. givenby evidence of prepayment.
2. Thereare reasonable grounds to believe that the 4. Any chages imposed by the political subdivision
animalposes a significarthreat to public health, safety or person contracting under s. 173.15 (1) for custody

or welfare. care,vaccination and treatment are paid or waived.
3. The animal maye used as evidence in a pending (b) If the animal is not a dog or cat, 3bk& animal at
prosecution. public auction, including sale atlisensed livestock mar
4. A court has ordered the animal withheld for any ket.
reason. (c) Euthanize the animal.
(b) If the animal was taken into custody under (d) If the animal is a stray @bandoned dog, release
173.13(1) (a) 3., the court shall order the animal returned thedog under s. 174.13.
to its owner if the court determines ttihe animal was (1s) RRocEED=OFSALE. If the owner of an animal sold

taggedor was not required to be tagged under ch. 174. undersub. (1m) (b) files a claim and provides proof of
(c) If the animal was taken into custody under  ownershipwithin 30 days after the sale, the sale proceeds,
173.13(1) (a) 4., the court shall order the animal returned lessthe cost of custoggare, treatment and sale, shall be
to its owner if the court determines thhe animal was  returnedto the owner
licensedor was not required to be licensed. (2) ANIMALS NOT RETURNEDTO OWNER. If an animal
(d) If the animal was taken into custody under in the custody of a political subdivision, otiiean an ani
173.13(1) (a) 5., the court shall order the animal returned mal to which sub. (1m) applies, is not returned to the
to its owner if the court determines thhe animal was  ownerundersub. (1) or (5) (b) or s. 173.12 (2), 173.21 (4)
not subject to a quarantine order or was confined-as re or 173.22 or disposed of under sub. (4) or (5) (a) or s.
quiredby a quarantine order 173.12(3), it shall be disposed of under a court order un
(e) If the animal was taken into custody under  dersub. (3) or s. 951.18 (4).
173.13(1) (a) 6., the court shall order the animal returned (3) CourTORDER (a) A political subdivision may
to its owner if the court determines that the animal did not petitionthe circuit court for an ordetoing any of the fel

causedamage to persons or property lowing with respect to an animal taken into custody by a
173.23 Disposition of animals. (1) CLAIM AND RE- law enforcement diter or a humane @€er or withheld

TURN. Except as provided in sub. (4) or s. 173.21 (1), a unders. 173.21 (1):

political subdivision or persorcontracting under s. 1. Providing for payment for the custqdsare or

173.15(1) shall return an animal described in s. 173.13 treatmenbf the animal.
(1) @)1, 3., 4., 68. or9. to its owner upon the happening 2. Requiring the owner of the animal to post bond for
of all of the following: the costs of custogyare or treatment of the aninpeind
(&) The owner claims the animal and provides rea ing the outcome of any other proceeding.
sonablesvidence of ownership. 3. Authorizing the sale, destruction or other disposal
(b) If licensure is requiredy statute or ordinance, the of the animal.
animalis licensed oassurance of licensure by prepay (b) The petition shall set forth the basis for the-peti
mentis given. tioned-forrelief.
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(c) The political subdivision shall serve a copy of the
petition, in the manner provided in s. 801, Liponthe
ownerof the animal, if known.

(d) The court shall conduct a hearing on the petition.

The petitioner and any person upon whom a copghef
petitionwas served may appear as a party

(e) The court shall issuiés order after hearing and
may grant, modify and grant or deny thetitioned—for

relief, after considering the interests of the animal, the

owner of the animal, the political subdivision and the
public.

(4) INJUREDORDANGEROUSANIMALS. A political sub
division or person contracting under/3.15 (1) who
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173.25 Immunity for euthanizing animals. A
political subdivision, a person contracting under
173.15(1), ahumane dicer or a law enforcementfafer
who has reasonable grounds to belighat s. 173.23
(Im) (c), (4) or (5) or a court order issugader s. 173.23
(3) authorize an animal to be euthanized is not li&dnie
damages for the loss of the animal resulfiogn eutha
nizing the animal.

173.27 Duties of thedepartment. The department
shalldo all of the following:

(1) RuLEs. (@) Adopt, by rule, standards for the train
ing and certification of humanefiglers to ensure that hu
maneofficersare at least minimally qualified to perform

hascustody of an animal may have the animal euthanizedthe duties of a humanefider. The standards shall pro
if there are reasonable grounds to believe that any of thevide for training ofered by the department by others.

following apply:
(&) The animal ihopelessly injured beyond any rea
sonablechance of recovery

(b) Adopt, by rule, deadlines by which humant- of
cersmust obtain certification.
(2) TrRaINING. Offer training courses for humandief

(b) The animal poses an imminent threat to public cersor approve training coursesfafed by others, or

healthor safety

both. The department may cluygr a fee sticient tore-

(c) The animal poses an imminent threat to the healthcover the costs of training courses that it provides.

or safety of itself or its custodian.
(5) ANIMAL NOT CONFINEDAS REQUIREDBY QUARAN-
TINE ORDER. (&) A political subdivisioror person con

(3) CerTIFICATION. Examine, as necessaaynd certi
fy humane dicers as qualified. The departmenay
chargea fee, established by rule, ficiEnt to recover the

tractingunder s. 173.15 (1) that has custody of an animal costsof certification.

thatwas not confined as required Aygquarantine order

(4) REeGISTRY OF HUMANE OFFICERS. Maintain and

issuedunder any statute, rule or ordinance relating to the keepcurrent a registry of all persons serving as humane
controlof any animal disease shall confine the animal for officers for political subdivisions.

theduration of the quarantine or shall euthanize the ani

mal with the written permission dahe owner qarif the
animalis determined to be diseased, at the directidineof
personissuing the quarantine order

SecTION 14. 174.01 (2) of the statutes is amentted
read:

174.01(2) INAPPLICABLE TO OFFICERS,VETERINARI-
ANS AND PERSONSKILLING THEIR OWN DOG. This section

(b) Unless the person issuing the quarantine oreler di doesnot apply to an dicer acting in the lawfuperfor
rectsthat the animal be euthanized because it is diseasednanceof his or her duties under s. 29.05 (8) (b), 95.21,
atthe end of the quarantine period the political subdivi 173.23(1m) (c), (3) or (4) 0074.02 (3)-0r-174.046(9)
sionor person contracting under s. 173.15 (1) shall returnor to a veterinarian killing a dog in a proper dndnane
theanimal to its owner if the owner complies with sub. manneror to a persokilling his or her own dog in a prep
(1) (a) to (d) no later than the 7th day after the day on erand humane manner
which the political subdivision gperson contracting un SecTioN 15. 174.046 of the statutes is repealed.
ders. 173.15 (1) demands that the owner claim the animal ~ SecTion 16. 174.13 (3) of the statutes is amentted
andpay for its custodycare and treatment. read:

(c) If an owner does not comply with sub. (1) (a) to 174.133) An officer or pound-whictthathas custody
(d) within the time provided in pagb), theanimal is con of unclaimed dogs shall maintain records as provided un
sideredan unclaimed animal under sub. (1m). ders.174.046.73.17

(d) Before euthanizing an animal that iscunstody SecTioN 17. 757.69 (1) (n)pf the statutes is created
becausdt was not confined as requirkég a quarantine  toread:
order,the person with custody of the animal shall notify 757.691) (n) Hold hearingand issue orders on peti
the person who issued the orddirthe person who issued  tionsunder s. 173.23 (3).
the order determines that testingsgfecimens is neces SecTioN 18. 895.57 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended
saryto determine the disease status of the animghehe  to read:
sonwith custody shall collect the specimens. 895.57(1) (a) “Humane difcer” means an diter ap

(6) NoNCOMPLIANCE BY OWNER. If anowner is or pointedunder s-58.0173.03
deredunder sub. (3) to pagr post bond for the payment SecTIoN 19. 943.75 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended
of, costsof custody care or treatment of an animal, and to read:
refusego do so upon demand, the anirsiadll be treated 943.751) (a) “Humane dfcer’” means an diter ap
asan unclaimed animal subject to sub. (1m). pointedunder s-58.0173.03
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SecTioN 20. 951.01 (3e) of the statutescreated to
read:

951.01(3e) “Humane dficer” means an dicer ap
pointedunder s. 173.03.

SecTioN 21. 951.01 (4) of the statutes is amentted
read:

951.01(4) “Law enforcement dicer” has the mean
ing assigned under s. 967.(8) and-includes-a-humane
officerunder-s.-58.0Butdoes not include a conservation
wardenappointed under s. 23.10.

SecTioN 22. 951.03 of the statutds amended to
read:

951.03 Dognapping and catnapping. No person
may take the dog or cat afnother from one place to
anothemwithout the ownés consent or cause such a dog

_7_

951.08shall report the matter to the local humarfeef
orsociety-or-county-ormunicipalpoundto a local law
enforcementgency The report shall be in writing and
shallinclude a description and the location of the animal,
anyinjuries sufered by the animal and the name and ad
dressof the owner or person in clggr of the animal, if

known. The-general penalty provisions-unders.-939.61
do-not-apply-to-this-section.

SecTioN 29. 951.165 (title), (1), (2) and (3) of the
statutesare renumbered 173.12 (title), (1m), (2) 4By
and173.12 (1m) and (3), as renumbered, are amended to
read:

173.12(1m) If an animal has been seized because it
is alleged that the animal has bemedin or constitutes
evidenceof any crime specified in s. 951.08, #ygmal

or cat to be confined or carried out of this state or held for shallmaynot be returnetb the owner by an fi€er under

any purpose without the own'srconsent. Thisection
doesnot apply to law enforcementfiokrs or humane-so
cietyagentofficersengaged in the exercise of theifi-of
cial duties.

SecTioN 23. 951.15 (title) of thestatutes is repealed
andrecreated to read:

951.15 (title) Abandoning animals.

SecTION 24. 951.15 (1) of the statutes is renumbered
951.15.

SecTION 25. 951.15 (2) to (4) of the statutes aee
pealed.

SeEcTION 26. 951.16 of the statutes is renumbered
173.10and amended to read:

173.10 Investigation of cruelty complaints. A per
sonmay apply for a search warrant under s. 968.12 if
thereis reason to believe that a violation-of tbisapter
ch.951 has taken placer is taking place. If the court is
satisfiedthat probableause exists, it shall issue a search
warrantdirecting a lanenforcement dicer in the county
to proceedimmediately to the location of the alleged
violation with a doctor of veterinary medicine, if the
courtdetermines that a veterinariamiscessary for pur
posesof thesearch, and directing the law enforcement of
ficer to search the place designated in the warmretatin
ing in his orher custody subject to the order of the court
suchproperty or things as aspecified in the warrant,4n
cludingany animal.If the person applying for the search
warrantis a humane fiter, the warrant shall direct that
the humane dicer accompany the law enforcemertfi-of
cerwho is directed to perform the searchhe warrant

s. 968.20 (2). In angearing under s. 968.20 (1), the court
shall determine if the animal is needed as evidewrce
thereis reason to believe that the animal padicipated
in or been trained for fighting. If the court makes such a
finding, the animakhall be retained in custody-under s.
951.16

(3) () If the owners convicted under s. 951.08 or is
subjectto the restrictions under s. 951.08 (2m), the ani
mal shall be delivered to the lodalimane-societgfficer
or county or municipal pound._If there is no lobamane
officer or pound, thenimal may be delivered to a local
humanesociety or to another person designated by the
court. If the animal is one year old or older or shows in
dication of having participated in fighting, the animal
shallbe disposed of in a proper and humane manner

(b) If the animal is less thamme year old and shows
noindication of having participated in fighting, the ani
mal shall be released to a person other than the owner or
disposedf in a proper and humane mannkthe animal
is a dog, the release or disposal shall be in accordance
with s.-174.046-(8)-or(9),-except s 174.046(8) (a) does
notapply-andl73.23 (1m), except théte fees under s.
444—946(8}(91) 173.23 (1m) (a) 4are covered under s.

SECTION 30 951.17 of the statutes is renumbered
173.24,and 173.24 (1), (2) (a) and (3), as renumbered, are
amendedo read:

173.24(1) A court shall assess the expengader
this section in any case in which there has been a search
authorizedunder s--951.1673.100r in which an animal

shallbe executed and returned to the court which issuedhasbeen seized because it is alleged that the animal has

the warrant in accordance with ss. 968.15 868.17.
This section-shalloesnot afect other powers andlties
of law enforcement diters.

SecTioN 27. 951.162 (title) of the statutes is-re
pealed.

SecTioN 28. 951.162 of the statutes is renumbered
173.12(1) and amended to read:

173.12(1) Any veterinarian who has reason te be
lieve that an animal has been in a fight in violation of s.

been used in or constitutes evidence of any crime under
this-chaptech. 951

(2) (a) Investigative expensefany search under s.
951.16173.100r any seizure under this chapter

(3) If the person alleged to have violated-this-chapter
ch.951is found guilty of the violatiorthe person shall
be assessed the expensedersubs. (1) and (2). If the
personis not found guiltythe county treasurer shall pay
theexpenses from the general fund of the caunty
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SecTion 31. 951.18 (1) and (4) (a) 2. and (b)tbE dancewith s.-174.046-(8)-or(9),-excepts.-174.046(8) (a)
statutes are amended to read: doesnot-apply-and.73.23 (1m), except thite fees un

951.18(1) Any person violating s. 951.02, 951.025, ders.-174.046(8)(d)173.23 (1m) (a) 4do not apply if
951.03,951.04, 951.05, 951.06, 951.07, 951.09, 951.10, the expenses are covered unders-951713.24 If the
951.11,951.13, 951.14 or 951.15-(19 subject toa animalis not a dog, the societpound or dicer may
Class Cforfeiture. Any person who violates any of these chargea fee for the release of the animal.

provisionswithin 3 years aftea humane diCer issues an 2. If the court is sentencing a person covered under
abatement order under s. 173gkohibiting the violation  s.951.165173.12(3) (a) and an animal has been seized
of that provision is subject to a Clasdorfeiture. Any unders.-951.165.73.12 the court shall act in accordance
personwho intentionally or negligently violates any with s.-951.165.73.12(3).

thosesections is guilty of a ClagsmisdemeanorAny SecTioN 32. 968.20 (1) (intro.) and (2) of the statutes
person who intentionally violates951.02, resulting in  areamended to read:

the mutilation, disfigurement odeath of an animal, is 968.20(1) (intro.) Any persortlaimingthe right to

guilty of a Class E felonyAny person who intentionally  possessionf property seized pursuant to a search-war
violatess. 951.02 or 951.06, knowing that the animal that rantor seized without a search warrant may apply for its
is the victimis used by a law enforcement agency te per returnto the circuit court for the county in which the
form agency functions or duties and causing injury to the propertywas seized or where the search warrant was re
animal,is guilty of a Class E felony turned. The court shalbrder such notice as it deems-ade
(4) (a) 2. A sentencing court shall require a criminal quateto be given the district attorney and all persons who
violator to pay restitution to a persdngluding any local haveor may havean interest in the property and shall
humaneofficer or societyor county or municipal pound  hold a hearing to hear all claimsits true ownership. If
or a law enforcement fi€er, for any pecuniary loss suf  theright to possession is proved to the caustitisfae
feredby the person as a result of the crime, including ex tion, it shall order the propertgther than contraband or
pensesin keeping any animal that is involved in the propertycovered under sub. (1m) or (1r) or-s--951.165
crime. This requirement applies regardless of whether 173.120r 173.21 (4) (h)returned if:
the criminal violator isplaced on probation under s. (2) Property notequired for evidence or use infur
973.009. If restitution is ordered, the court shall consider therinvestigation, unless contraband or property covered
thefinancial resources and future abildafthe criminal undersub. (1m) or (1r) or s-951.1853.12 may be re
violator to pay and shall determine the method of-pay turnedby the oficer to the person from whom it was
ment. Upon the application of any interested paifte seizedwithout the requirement of a hearing.
courtshallschedule and hold an evidentiary hearing to SecTion 33. Nonstatutory provisions.
determinehe value of any pecuniary loss under thispara (1) Apvisory commITTEE. The department of agri
graph. culture,trade and consumer protection shall appoint a
(b) 1. A sentencing court may order that an animal be committeeunder section 227.13 of tiséatutes to advise
deliveredto the local humane fider or society orthe the department concerning rules required to be premul
countyor municipal pound or to a law enforcemerii-of ~ gatedunder this act. The department skealsure that the
cerif a person commits a crime under this chapte memberof the committee represent a variety of interests
personis the owner of the animal that is involved in the relatedto animals.
crimeand the court considers the order to be reasonable SecTion 34. Effective dates. This acttakes dect on
andappropriate. The societyound or dicer shall re thefirst dayof the 19th month beginning after publica
leasethe animal to a person othtbian the owner or dis  tion, except as follows:
poseof the animal in a proper and humane mantig¢he (1) SEcTion33 (1) of this act takes &dct on the day
animalis a dog, theelease or disposal shall be in aecor afterpublication.




